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Growing Insurgency in Afghanistan’s Southwest

Posted By Jason Ditz
June 11, 2010

A sparsely populated province consisting mostly afedeNimroz has long been one of
the most peaceful provinces in Afghanistan by defélidden in the southwest corner of
the nation, behind the much more active HelmandiRece, it has been of no real interest

to US forces or the Taliban.
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The US has claimed “security gains” in the proviroat though some 2,000 Marines are
nominally stationed here, local officials say thagely stray from the tiny staging area in
the northeast corner, and never stray into theipcai capital of Zaranj, a mostly Baloch

town along the border with Iranian Balochistan.

It is here that locals say the insurgency is orriggswith insurgents launching attacks on
the city and killing members of the provincial caiinin fact the council shuttered the
doors of its tiny, bombed out headquarters in Zesad has relocated to Kabul.

The exact reason for the sudden interest in Ninwgamclear, but with a growing number
of US troops in Helmand it is possible they havemy relocated. Reports of militants
running training camps in the desert, on both tivarbiz and Iranian sides of the border,
also abound. The desert area across the borddoriabeen a struggle for Iran, with its
own Sunni insurgent groups, including the US-backeddallah, operating in the area.
Now it seems that insurgency is an issue on balissof the border.
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